


A Message From Our Leaders 

 

 

 

Barbara Newhouse 
CEO – The ALS Association 
 
 
First, let me say, thank you! I continue to be 
impressed with Phi Delta Theta’s tremendous 
commitment to the fight against ALS. Our 
partnership means so much to The ALS 
Association, our chapters, and the entire ALS 
community. From forming Walk teams, serving as 
volunteers, and generating contributions through 
local activities—to most recently, participating in our 
new campaign, Every Drop Adds Up™, with another 
amazing group ALS Ice Bucket Challenge—each 
and every Phi Delt is making a difference in the 
search for treatments and a cure for this disease. I 
am eager to see our longstanding partnership 
continue to grow during this year in honor of Lou 
Gehrig, and in support of everyone currently living 
with this dreaded disease. 

Robert A. Biggs 
Executive Vice President – Phi Delta Theta 

 
At Phi Delta Theta, we take great pride in aligning 
our members with the fight against ALS. Having 
lost my father to this horrible disease, I know 
firsthand the struggles that those afflicted with ALS 
and their families face. The awareness and 
fundraising efforts that Phi Delts embark upon are 
vital to the search for a cure. As an organization, 
we will continue to work vigilantly to do what we 
can to fight ALS. I’d encourage all Phi Delts to find 
a way to get involved. As we like to say within the 
Fraternity - “We enjoy life by the help and society 
of others.” This phrase comes to life as we support 
those with ALS. We are very proud of this 
partnership and the progress that we are making. 

 



Recent Partnership Highlights 
	

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Phi Delt Chapters Raise $517,674 During 2015-16 For ALS-Related Causes 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

New ALS Gene, NEK1, Was Discovered Thanks To Ice Bucket Challenge Donations 

 
 

Iron Phi Surpasses $1 Million Raised & Sponsors $100,000 ALS Research Project 



 
The ALS Association Launches Momentous “Every Drop Adds Up” Campaign 

 
 

The ALS Association Becomes An Option On Charity Miles App 
 

 
 

Curtis Granderson Receives Phi Delta Theta’s Lou Gehrig Memorial Award 

 



Partnership Framework 

Over the years, we have seen a number of partnership action items work well. We’ve also seen ideas 
and initiatives fail to gain traction. This section lays out an approach that we’ve seen work very well. 
We’d encourage all chapter leaders to use these steps as a framework for developing the relationship. 
 

 

Step 1 – Connecting with and educating Phi Delts about ALS and The ALS Association 

For the partnership to succeed, the first step is to make the connection between The ALS Association 
chapter and the Phi Delta Theta chapter. Reference the connections spreadsheet later in this 
document for an up-to-date look at your main contact(s). Once connected, we would highly 
encourage each Phi Delt chapter to host its ALS Association chapter leader for an educational 
presentation. We’ve seen that laying an educational base about ALS is a great first step in building a 
Phi Delt chapter’s involvement in the fight against the disease. 
 

 



Step 2 - Linking the Phi Delt chapter with a local family affected by ALS  

To truly understand the mission and vision of The ALS Association, it is important to get to know who is 
served in this partnership. Making the personal connection to ALS helps put into perspective why this 
partnership exists and the difference that we it can make in the lives of others. We’d encourage The 
ALS Association chapter to facilitate the connection between the Phi Delta Theta chapter and 
someone living with ALS that is served by their local ALS Association chapter. Ideally, this 
person or family lives in the community where the chapter is located. We’ve seen that when Phi Delt 
chapters meet a local individual living with ALS, learn about his/her story, and build a relationship with 
this person through their support, the partnership is much more meaningful and successful.   
 

 

 
Step 3 – Participating in or hosting event(s) that support The ALS Association 

Phi Delta Theta encourages its chapters to host philanthropic events to benefit The ALS Association. 
The Fraternity does not require its chapters to raise money for a specific cause, nor does it require a 
per man fundraising amount. Phi Delta Theta believes that to build a philanthropic culture, its chapters 
should focus on causes that they themselves deem most important.  

The majority of Phi Delt chapters do indeed raise money for The ALS Association in one way, shape or 
form. Phi Delt chapters enjoy hosting their own events as building a successful philanthropy resume is 
a source of pride for Greek chapters. It is important for Phi Delt chapters to understand how dollars are 
used at both the national and local level within The ALS Association, and allowing each chapter to 
determine where they want to extend their financial support is important. For those chapters who are 
already hosting successful events to benefit The ALS Association, we would encourage The 
ALS Association chapter leader to help the chapter take the event to the next level. For those 
chapters that are looking to conceptualize an event idea to benefit The ALS Association, an ALS 
Association chapter leader’s experience can be very valuable. 

As the Phi Delt chapter is building its philanthropic calendar, ALS Association chapters should 
introduce the chapter to the local Walk to Defeat ALS or Team Challenge ALS event as an option if 
available in their community. Otherwise the One Dollar Difference Platform is one of the best ways to 
help a local event get up and running on or nearby campus. 



 
 
Step 4 - Participating in ALS-related volunteer opportunities 

It is important for Phi Delt chapters to learn about the importance of service in conjunction with 
fundraising efforts. Many times, the service piece is forgotten, as dollars raised becomes the focus for 
chapters. The ALS Association chapter should work with the Phi Delt chapter to make it aware of 
the different volunteer opportunities that are available. Serving the local family that the chapter has 
been connected with or volunteering with Walk to Defeat ALS activities are great places to focus. 
 

 

 
Step 5 – Challenging a group of Phi Delts from each chapter to become Iron Phis 

Phi Delta Theta’s Iron Phi program challenges motivated Phi Delts to take their fight against ALS to the 
next level through fundraising efforts on the way to achieving athletic goals, The program benefits both 
The ALS Association (funds for research) as well as the Phi Delta Theta Foundation. Iron Phi is a 
program that attracts small pockets of Phis within its chapters and incorporates individual achievement. 
Those chapters that collectively raise $10,000 within any given academic-year (July 1 – June 30) 
become Iron Phi Chapters. 



Step 6 – Reporting each Phi Delt chapter’s philanthropic activity within myPDT  
All Phi Delt chapters should report their philanthropic efforts within myPDT at the end of the 
year. The “Philanthropy Report” is a part of the Chapter Greatness Checklist, a checklist of all chapter 
reports required by Phi Delta Theta during the academic-year. This particular report is due on May 1 
each year and asks that the chapter report how much they raised, where the dollars were sent and the 
beneficiaries of their fundraising efforts. 

 

Making The Connection 
 
The partnership between The ALS Association and Phi Delta Theta flourishes when local chapter 
leaders interact. Communication is a two-way street, and our intent of this section is to provide all ALS 
and Phi Delt chapters with an up-to-date point of contact. A call and/or sit-down meeting at the start of 
the semester is recommended between the contacts. In attendance should be the Phi Delta Theta 
President, Philanthropy/Community Service Chair, and if possible a member of the Chapter Advisory 
Board. For The ALS Association, those facilitating the Phi Delta Theta relationship should be there to 
help explain all the opportunities available.   

Following initial outreach, it is recommended that The ALS Association chapter sends someone to 
make a short presentation at a Phi Delta Theta chapter house or chapter meeting. The presentation 
should focus on educating the Phi Delt chapter about ALS, those affected with the disease and local 
opportunities to get involved. 

This spreadsheet will be updated every six months and sent to ALS and Phi Delta Theta chapter 
leaders. For up-to-the-minute contact information visit http://www.phideltatheta.org/join/locate-phi-delt/ 
(PDT) and http://www.alsa.org/community/chapters/ (ALS). The contact for Phi Delta Theta is the 
undergraduate chapter or alumni club president. 
 

View the Connections Spreadsheet 
 

 



Get Involved with The ALS Association 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iron Phi - Join The Brotherhood of Athletes 
 
Iron Phi was developed as a way to strengthen both Phi Delta Theta and its impact on the fight against 
Lou Gehrig's disease. To become an "Iron Phi," Phi Delts must select an athletic endeavor, raise 
$1,000 and accomplish the athletic endeavor itself. Dollars raised are shared 50/50 with half going to 
Phi Delta Theta’s research fund at The ALS Association and half going to the Phi Delta Theta 
Foundation to enhance the Fraternity’s educational programming. Dollars raised by Canadian Phi Delts 
are shared between the ALS Society of Canada and the Phi Delta Theta Canadian Foundation. Iron Phi 
has raised more than $1.1 million since 2010 with 560+ Phis becoming Iron Phis. 

Become an Iron Phi at www.ironphi.org  

Take Steps Towards a Cure 
Find a Walk Near You! 
www.walktodefeatals.org 

Create Your Own Fundraising Event 
Personal Fundraising Pages Included! 

web.alsa.org/onedollardifference 

Join Our Endurance Program  
Help Fight ALS! 

www.teamchallengeals.org 

Download the Charity Miles Mobile App  
Choose The ALS Association As Your Charity To 

Raise Money While You Walk, Run, Or Bike! 
http://charitymiles.org 	


