The Alumni

one) Club Activities

This Year’s Founders Day Celebrations

ITH incomplete reports showing

58 dinners involving g5 clubs, ® A ®
has completed one of its most widely ob-
served Founders Day seasons. From late
February until early May, the alumni
and undergraduates gathered at dinners,
large and small, to pay tribute to the Six
Founders and the ideals for which they
stand.

It is regrettable that complete returns
are not available in all instances at this
writing. It is almost certain that the
number of dinners and likewise partici-
pants will be increased when full reports
are made. Based, however, on actual re-
ports and conservative estimates, there is
ground for stating that close to ten thou-
sand graduate and undergraduate Phis
this year attended the Fraternity’s tradi-
tional annual feast-day.

As has been the custom hitherto, there
have been many instances in which neigh-
bor clubs joined in the dinner celebra-
tion. Again this year, chapter delegations
attended dinners of their nearest alumni
clubs. The observance at Indianapolis,
this as other years, was somewhat of a
state-wide dinner with nearly a hundred
per cent registration of all Indiana chap-
ters, rolling up a total attendance of
nearly five hundred. Something of the
same trend occurred at Columbus, Ohio,
where, in addition to nearby chapters,
the General Council by virtue of a meet-
ing in that city, attended. The celebra-
tion at Charleston, West Virginia, May 4,
literally and officially was state-wide, it
being the annual meeting of the West
Virginia State Alumni Association, the
only organization of that type.

No pattern was followed in the dinner
programs, though more and more clubs
emphasized as the evening’s climax the
presentation of Golden Legion certifi-
cates to men who were initiated fifty or

more years ago. More than one hundred
Golden Legionnaires were created at din-
ners or in absentia this year, increasing
the Legion to 1473 members. It was
widely predicted that in the years to
come, these presentations will become
more and more an impressive rite of the
Founders Day dinners.

Another trend was the de-emphasis of
professional theatrical entertainment.
The New York club which for several
years staged a stupendous extravaganza
of high-class entertainment turned com-
pletely away from it this year and put the
accent on the message of the occasion.
In an increasing number of instances un-
dergraduates as individuals or as chapter
groups put on singing numbers.

The Washington club staged its cus-
tomary glamour dinner, including among
the guests Phis distinguished in Federal
governmental affairs, as participants,
among them three United States Sena-
tors, one former Senator, judges of the
courts, members of Commissions and Au-
thorities.

Some very effective promotion methods
were used to stimulate attendance. The
Denver club had a striking mimeograph
sheet that was irresistible. Clubs with
regular monthly news-letters used these
media successfully. In Pittsburgh, the
club did honor to Col. William A. Ganoe,
Dickinson ‘oz, its principal speaker, by
using his portrait on the front cover of
the dinner card. More and more clubs
recognized the white carnation as an ap-
propriate symbol of Founders Day.

The careful estimate of a total attend-
ance of ten thousand Phis at the dinners
this year carries an impressive signifi-
cance. Official records show that there are
about thirty-two thousand Phis with
known addresses. They are scattered all
over the world. Just how many of them
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are outside alumni zones it is not possible
to say—probably a very large number.
But with all included, it is apparent that
this year perhaps a third of all available
alumni found it possible to register their
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interest in the Fraternity by participat-
ing in the observance of Founders Day.
—DEeAN M. HorrFMAN, Alumni Commis-
sioner.

AKRON
ONE HUNDRED AND NINE members of ¢ A © living in
the Akron area, induding 77 alumni and g2 repre-
sentatives from the Ohio Epsilon chapter, were present
at the Founders Day banquet held March 14 at the
Akron City Club. They represented fifteen different
colleges.

Rev. Sidney A. Mayer, Ohio Wesleyan "19, pastor of
the Cuyahoga Falls Methodist Church, as the prin-
cipal speaker delivered a splendid Founders Day ad-
dress. In an interesting manner he traced in detail
the founding and early history of ¢ A ©, paid special
and appropnal.e tribute to the six founders, and re-

the par and enduring principles
of the Bond.

Allen B. Whitney, president of Sigma Province,
who served as chzirmzn of the committee in charge
of the Founders Day activities, was the toastmaster
for the evening. E. Kenneth Hamlen, J. A. Jaques,
E. G. Wortman, and C. R. Langdon were other

bers of the ittee.

Using a list of questions and answers on $A©
history which were prepared by Brothers Whitney
and Hoff, John Rowley posed as *“Professor Quiz”

of Phis now attendmg the Harvard Graduate School
of B Administration. A dozen chap were
represented.

At the conclusion of the exercises, the meeting ad-
journed to the chapter house of Massachusetts Gamma,
next door, where the actives held an informal open
house for the alumni,

We are happy that Brother Cluverius has chosen
to live in our neighboring city, Wi where he

id of the W Polytechnic Institute,
and look forward as a duh to better days as a result
of his activities and influence in this region.—MARx
W. Braproro.

BUFFALO

THe Buffalo Alumni Club celebrated Founders Day
with a banquet at the Buffalo Athletic Cluh, Friday,
March 15. From 6 to 7 p.M. was designated as Fel-
lowship Hour and was devoted to remewals of old
friendships and the king of new ones, the mem-
bers being the guests of Harold J Adams Fratcmuy
songs were sung, incid of days
were recalled, and so successful was this particular
feature that we will make it 2 preliminary to all of
our diuners hereafter.

Presid M. O. Ced Lafayette "12, presided

- in selecting and quizzing two teams of
and presented a novel, entertaining half-hour pro-

A fifty-year certificate emhlematic of his member-
ship in the Golden Legion was presented to Dr. L. R.
C. Eberhard, 4kron "gs. Brother C. A. Stillman, 4la-
bama 'g2, a vice-president of the Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Company, had also planned to be present to
receive his fifty-year certificate but was prevented by
illness from attending.

Music of the program was directed by J. A. Jaques.
Members of the song team from the active chapter
sang several Fraternity songs, incduding “Phi Delta
Theta, We Love You” and “Phi Delt Bungalow,”
and also aided the singing of the entire group.—
Ricarp C. Horr.

BOSTON
THE Boston Alumni Club observed Founders Day
with a dinner at the Hotel Sheraton on Friday eve-
ning, March 2. L. J. Vail, Vermont ‘98, president of
the cdub, acted as toastmaster. He was assisted in
arranging for the occasion by E. Curtis Mower, Jr.,
Vermont 's3.

We were privileged to have with us Wat T. Clu-
verius, of the General Councl, and Forrest Price,
Wooster '88. Admiral Cluverius had just returned
from a trip during which he addressed Founders Day
meetings in various cities of the Middle West and
East. He gave us an inspiring talk, and made a
delightful presentation of the Golden Legion certifi-
cate to Brother Price, who was for many years, until
his retirement, financial editor of the Christian Science
Monitor. Brother Price responded with a beautiful
tribute to ®#A0O.

A large delegation of actives from Massachusetts
Gamma contributed notably to the success of the
evening, and we were happy to welcome also a2 group

at the banquet and the business meeting which was
held immediately after dessert. Golden Legionnaire
certificates were presented to Brothers Floyd K.
Smith, Lehigh 93, and Hubert E. V. Porter, Dickin-
son 'g1. Brother Cederquist then presented the toast-
master of the evening, Harold J. Adams, Vermont
’og, who introduced the speaker of the evening,
John B, Dixson, Vermont ‘21, whose subject was India-
Japan-China and the Far East. He gave a very inter-
esting talk on life in that section of the world, stress-
ing particularly national unity and answered many
questions asked by the brothers as to the life and
customs of the people of the Far East. The final
speaker was Roswell P. Rosengren, Colgate ‘a4, co-
president of Beta Province and past-president of the
United States Junior Chamber of Commerce, whose
subject was Alumni Responsibilities for Preservation
of the Fraternity’s Ideals. Brother Rosengren is a
distinguished and experienced orator and his address
was exceptionally inspiring.

The officers for the ensuing year are President,
Louis C. Dodd, Vermont ’g8; Vice-President, Russell
C. Harris, Colgate "15; Secretary and Treasurer, Mel-
ville T. Huber, Gettysburg 'o1.

It was decided to hold monthly dinners on the
first Friday evening of each month. In order to
start these off auspiciously, Brother Dodd invited the
Club to be his guests at his home in 79 Windsor
Ave., Buffalo, Friday evening, May 3. As an addi-
tional activity, joint meetings with Rochester and
Toronto are being arranged for the summer months,
with golf in the afternoon followed by dinner.

After adjournment the brothers gathered in groups
for cards and general talk fest and so interesting
were these activities that the party really did not
break up until after one A.M. All agreed that the
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Dallas. About one-fourth of the Fort Worth Club
made the trip. We were most heartily received and
most royally treated. We particularly enjoyed the
fine singing of the choristers of the Texas Delta
chapter of Southern Methodist University.

The entire assembly was very proud of the most
excellent record of achievement as reported by the
respective presidents of Texas Beta, Texas Gamma,
and Texas Delta. These reports certainly should
prove to the skeptics and the critics that fraternities
are worth wbile.—F. W. HoGaN, Secretary.

FOX RIVER VALLEY
ABouT eighty members of the Fox River Valley
Alumni Club commemorated Founders Day at a
banquet March 26. Highlighting the affair was the
presentation of a testimonial to Dr. A. A. Trever
in recognition of his years of work on behalf of the
. Lawrence College chapter, first as €%, and since
1934 as Wisconsin Beta of $ A 6. Dr. Trever's affili-
ation dates back forty years, covering his long period
of service as professor of ancient and European history
at Lawrence. His untiring efforts toward the building
up of a first-rate chapter culminated last year in
Wisconsin Beta’s winning of the Cleveland Trophy.
The gift, in the form of a beautifully illuminated
testimonial, was presented to Dr. Trever by George
Banta, Jr., P.P.G.C., who also served as toastmaster
at the banquet.

The principal speaker for the occasion was Edward
E. Ruby, editor of the ScrorLL and the Palladium.
Brother Ruby spoke briefly but inspiringly on the
alumnus’ place in the Fraternity. Donald M. Du-
Shane, dean of students at Lawrence, had spoken pre-
viously, directing his message primarily to the under-
graduates.

Official ion of the Cleveland Trophy was
made by ] H. leterdmg, pmndent of Lambda Prov-
ince, and the chap a: ded annually
by thé Alumni Club, were presented to Ben Ewers,
‘43: Richard Calkins, ‘42; and Robert Noonan, ’40.
Chapter President Joseph Morton introduced initi-
ates, commenting on each briefly. Alumni also en-
joyed watching John F. Owen, treasurer of the old
Theta Phi Corporation, preside at the buming of
the mortgage on the chapter house. Throughout the
evening, alumni were entertained by the beautiful
a2 cappella singing of $A© songs by the under-
graduates. It is hoped that Phis from all parts of
the country will have an opportunity to hear this out-
standing choral work by Wisconsin Beta memhers at
the Minneapolis convention.

Following the program, plans for the new Law-
rence fraternity quadrangle were exhibited hy Presi-
dent Thomas N, Barrows and Dean John S. Millis,
who were guests of the Fraternity at the banquet.—.
Havwarp S. BIGGERs, Secretary.

HARRISBURG

THE Alumni Club of Harrisburg, together with its
guests, met on March 7, 1940, at the Colonial Coun-
try Club, Harrisburg, to honor the memory of the
fathers of the Fratemnity. That the annual banquet this
year was a fitting tribute was evidenced hy the fact
that approximately 125 brothers and Phikeias from
nearby alumni and active hodies gathered to make
the 1940 affair the biggest in the history of the
duh,

The evening opened with the invocation by the Rt.
Rev. Wyatt Brown, Bishop of Harrisburg, after which
Rev. J. Ressler Shultz conducted the candlelighting
ceremony in tribute to the founders of the Frater-
nity. One of the highlights of the evening was the
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presentation of Golden Legion certificates to three
men who have served the Fraternity for fifty years.
‘This honor was bestowed upon Dr. A. S. Fasick,
Dickinson 'ge, initiated September 21, 1888; Rev. ]J.
W. Glover, Dickinson ‘gz, initiated September 28,
1888; and Dr. H. E. Gettier, Gettysburg '3, initiated
February g, 188g.

Professor C. L. Swift, Dickinson College, delivered
the principal speech of the evening, a highly amus-
ing but meaningful dissertation on ‘“‘Something I'm
Learning from Other Men’s Sons.” After this, motion
pictures of recent conventions and of different under-
graduate chapters were shown, and then Brother Dean
Hoffman introduced the Hon. O. J. Tallman, mem-
ber of the General Council, who spoke briefly on the
Fraternity and its ideals, The Atlantic Refining Com-
pany’s sound pictures of the outstanding plays and
games of the past football season served as an appro-
priate conclusion to a fine evening's entertainment.

The only routine business carried out during the
evening was the election of new officers to serve
for the ensuing year. These new officers are: President,
George H. Wolford; First Vice-President, Edward C.
First, Jr.; Second Vice-President, J. Calvin Frank;
Secretary-Treasurer, Donald ]J. Wolford; Reporter,
Charles R. Secley, Jr.

The weekly luncheons of the Harrisburg Club
are still held at the University Club, 7 N. Front St.,
every Tuesday noon, and a standing invitation is
extended to all Phis in the vicinity to attend.—
CHARLEs R. SEELEY, Jr., Reporter.

INDIANAPOLIS

MarcH g recorded the largest and most enthusiastic
assembly of Phis in the long history of the Frater-
nity in Indiana, traditionally the center of $A©
population. Founders Day in Indianapolis is always
more than a local celebration; it is made the occa-
sion for the seven active chapters and their alumni
throughout the State to foregather to review past
achievements and plan greater for the future. More
than soo Phis turned out this year for the hanquet
at the Columbia Cluh, Note this fact: there are 338
active Phis in the seven Indiana chapters; all but
three of them were present at the banquet. Five of
the seven chap had every present.

William P. Evans, DePauw ‘07, presided as toast-
master. A conspicuous feature of the program was the
singing of Fraternity songs and songs of the several
colleges. Several of the notables were called upon
for impromptu remarks, and these were brief and
pithy. The annual scholarship award was made to
the Purdue chapter.

The speaker of the evening was Will H. Hays,
Wabash ’oo, P.P.G.C., president of the Motion Pic-
ture Producers and Distributors of America. His ad-
dress and a musical number by the DePauw chapter,
were broadcast over WFBM, Brother Hays said in

art:

P “Primarily meeting to honor the Founders of the
great Fraternity of ¢ A©, we pay tribute to the sig-
nificance with which this organization has endowed
the word ‘fraternity.” Fortunate, indeed, is that hoy
who, leaving his first fntemlty-—(.he fraternity of
home and those i ibl 1 relationships which
transcend fnendshlp—has found this spot, the spot
where tradition has established bonds more nearly
kindred to home than are found elsewhere in life.

“Broadly speaking, fraternity means common in-
terest, mutual regard, common cause, one faith. It
means a social conscience which goes heyond live
and let live, to live and help live; no fraternity has
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distances are great and the brothers are widely scat-
tered. The evening was spent in reminiscence, and
discussion of matters pertaining to the Fraternity as
well as to the pressing problems of our national life.
Every man present felt that it had been a delightful
occasion, and every man left with a deeper sense of
the value of ¢ A © as an instrument for the effective
training of young Americans..—R. A. NEesTos.

NEW YORK

THE New York Founders Day dinner for 1g4o was
slightly smaller than the attendance which came to
enjoy the supper variety shows of the past three
years, but it made up in ¢ A © spirit several times over
for any falling short as an extravaganza. Phil Bar-
hour, President of the New York Club, promised that
he would have an all-star line up of Phi speakers,
and that every loyal Phi with the capacity for en-
joying himself in the company of his brothers would
be given the opportunity to do so. Brother Barbour
and his committee made good on both promises gen-
erously.

The speakers did not attempt marathon perform-
ances. Each man had something to say and, since
every man who talked is a Phi of the more enthusi-
astic stamp, the program was of the type which
greatly stimulates pride in the Fratemity. The two
general speakers were Judge Robert P, Patterson,
Union "12, Judge, United States Circuit Court of
Appeals, and Paul F. Cadman, Sewanee and Cali-
fornia ’15, Economic Adviser to the American Bank-
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Brother Gantt is serving his company in Rumania
where he has direct supervision of the telephone sys-
tem of that country and also the communication manu-
facturing interests of the International Telephone and
Telegraph Corporation, of which he is vice-president.
A message from Brother Gantt read at the Founders
Day dinner was cheered for several minutes.

Other officers elected to assist Brother Urlon with
the further rise of the Cluh in New York are:
Chairman of the Board of Governors, 1saac F. Har-
tis, North Carolina ‘oo; Vice-Presidents, Matthew M.
Campbell, Vanderbilt '18; Phillip M. McCullough,
Nebraska '17, and J. Donald Kieffer, Maryland ’30;
Treasurer, Frederick L. Chapman, Williams *18; Sec-
Tetary, Donald C. Hays, Colorado ’32; Assistant Treas-
urer, William F. Mack, Columbia "10; Assistant Sec-
retary, Henry A, Hopkins, Georgia 'gs5; Historian,
Henry K. Ruschmeyer, Union ‘32, and Reporter, Ed-
ward W. Goode, Colgate ’26.

The New York Club will have another big outing in
one of the two last weekends in June at Buckwood
Inn in the Pocanos. Douglas K. Porteous, Tulane ‘23,
is Chairman of this Committee, which means that it
will be quite a weekend.~EpwArp W. Goope, Re-
porter.

ORKLAHOMA CITY
““THE fraternity system has a definite mission and
it is doing a pretty good job today in filling it,”
George Banta, Jr., Wabash ’14, P.P.G.C,, said in an
address at the Oklahoma City Alumni Club’s annual

ers Association. Representing the general org
tion of $A6 were: John B. Ballou, Wooster and
Ohio State 'g7, P.G.C., Dean M. Hoffman, Dickinson
‘oz, Alumni Commissioner; and Paul C. Beam, Indi-
ana and Illinois 'zp, Executive Secretary. Oscar W.
Ehrhorn, Columbia 'g8, was toastmaster and Brother
Barbour welcomed all of our distinguished out-of-
towners including James E. Davidson, Hillsdale '87,
Chairman of the Palmer Endowment Fund, who al-
ways makes the trip from Bay City, Mich., to New
York for the Founders Day dinner. Charles G. Bond,

Founders Day banquet March 17. The banquet, held
at the Oklahoma Club, was attended by 126 Phis,
including the entire membership of Oklahoma Alpha
chapter at the University of Oklaboma.

Brother Banta outlined the major changes which
have taken place in the fraternity system since $ BK
was founded in 1776. In explaining the work done
by the National Interfraternity Conference, he pointed
especially to the progress made in breaking down a
feeling of rivalry which once existed among the vari-
ous Greek-letter organizations. Other important de-

Ohio State 'gq, later in the program responded for the
entire membership of the New York Club in thanking
Brother Barbour for the successful year.

These men who have been willing to spend heavily
in time and energy as Presidents ~f the Club in the
past several years have been responsible for its
success, They are Robert A. Gantt, Nebraska ‘og,
Barrett Herrick, Washington 'i5, and Phillips T.
Barbour, Centre 'o4. They represent the Midlands, the
Pacific Northwest, and the South respectively. All
three have had what it takes in New York not only
to succeed in business but to rally their brother
Phis again around the standard of ¢ A © which they
have proved can mean as much to alumni in New
York or any other large city as it does to under-
graduates in the colleges.

The New York Club's good fortune in leadership
carries on. And this time it is New England whicb
gives us our leader. He is a Past President of the
General Council, 192g-30, a distinguished attorney,
chairman of the Founders Day dinner committee in
1939, and one of the most loyal and capable men
in our entire national membership. Yes, Henry K.
Urion, Dartmouth ‘12, is the new president in New
York. Brother Phil Barbour has agreed to continue
to arrange the programs of the monthly dinners in
which he was particularly interested and notably suc-
cessful, and Brother Barrett Herrick is, as usual,
more than on the job and has agreed to put on
one of those Herrick-directed dinners in May.

velop he said, were the promotion of closer
barmony between fraternities and college adminis-
trators and the raising of fraternity grade averages
above those of non-fraternity men. “The whole pro-
gram has been helpful,” Banta said, “and I'm sure
that a lot of good will come out of it.” He told of
$ AO's part in the program and recalled numerous
records of achievement, including the fact ¢ A© has
more Rhodes scholars than any other fraternity. “But,”
he said, “one of the dangers ¢ A © must face is that
they become involved in too much machinery. I think
we have avoided it so far and I hope we can continue
to do so.” He issued a challenge to alumni to become
more interested in the Fraternity and its undergradu-
ates. “The fraternity system would die in five years
if there was no alumni interest,” Banta said. In be-
ginning his address Banta congratulated Oklahoma
Alpha on its record of placing first in scholarship
among all the fraternities at the University of Okla-
homa this year. The speaker was introduced by
Major Herbert Peck, Oklahoma City, who served as
master of ceremonies.

Fred Shields was named President of the Oklahoma
City Alumni Club, succeeding Dave Price, in an elec-
tion at the close of the meeting. Baron Housel was
elected Vice-President and Bert B. Barefoot, Jr.,
Secretary-Treasurer,

Jack Foster, Norman, was elected President of the
Oklahoma Alpba Building Association and Bus Har-
rington, Oklahoma City, was chosen Secretary-Treas-


kderickson
Highlight




kderickson
Highlight




kderickson
Highlight




kderickson
Highlight




kderickson
Highlight




kderickson
Highlight




kderickson
Highlight




